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DRIVER
MARGINAL VISION BUT DETERMINED TO DRIVE



SEPTEMBER 5, 2015
CYCLING WHILE TRAINING FOR A MARATHON...ON A 
COUNTRY ROAD…AN UNINTENDED MEETING



Vision Standards for the 

Virginia Driver 



Vision Standards: The Regular Driver

• The vision code is 46.2 – 311

• 20/40 or better corrected or uncorrected in one or both 

eyes

• Horizontal visual field of at least 100 (now 110) degrees in 

one or both eyes

• If one eye has an acuity worse than 20/200 then the field 

of vision is only considered for the eye meeting acuity 

standards



Vision Standards: The Regular Driver

• A restricted license may be issued to an individual with an 

acuity of 20/70 corrected or uncorrected in one or both 

eyes  

• A visual field of 70 degrees or better is required for this 

restriction

• Daylight only – ½ hour after sunrise and ½ hour before 

sunset 

• The field of vision must be at least 40 temporally and 30 

degrees nasally in the eye meeting the 20/70 standard



Understanding the Public Health Challenge

• We all lose functional abilities needed to drive safely – vision, mental 

sharpness, physical strength and flexibility – as we age, but at 

dramatically different rates; some individuals in their 70’s and 80’s are 

as fit as others in their 50’s and 60’s.

• NHTSA estimates that on average a person is unable to drive for 8 

years at the end of their lifespan.

• DMV is mandated to ensure that those licensed in Virginia are 

medically fit to drive.

• Chronic and acute conditions are handled differently



Association between Glaucoma and At-fault Motor 

Vehicle Collision Involvement among Older Drivers

Kwon M, Huisingh C, Rhodes L, McGwin G, Wood J, Owsley 

C. Ophthalmology. 2016;123:109-116









PROPOSALS TO IMPROVE CURRENT 
VISION STANDARDS 



NEW DRIVERS, RENEWAL DRIVERS

• A clear and concise new driver or renewal DMV 
application that compels the driver to self report their 
visual conditions

• Trigger a formal VF and vision report



EYE EXAM FORM

• List of eye conditions that potentially impact VF and 
vision

• Eye care professional delineates these eye conditions

• Form sent directly to the DMV



STANDARDIZED FORMAL VF TESTING

STREAMLINE REPORTING TO THE DMV

YEARLY EVALUATIONS FOR ACTIVE EYE DISEASE

"GOOD SAMARITAN" CLAUSE 
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"PRIMUM NON NOCERE"…

"FIRST, DO NO HARM."

ESSENCE OF THE HIPPOCRATIC OATH


